
FOR TH  E  BEAUTY OF  THE EARTH

"Euchar is t ia"  is  a  Greek work meaning "Gratefu lnesst '  or  "Thankfu l -

ness"  -  and Fol l io t t  P ierpo in t  wrote  "For  the Beauty  o f  the Ear th"

as a  hymn to  be sung dur ing the serv ice o f  "Holy  Euchar is t "  or  "Holy

Commun ionoo  as  manv  o f  us  ca l l  i t !

Not only are we grateful f  or God's gif t  of His Son - whose death and
resurrect ion we remember  by the bread and wine of  communion -  but  we
are grateful for al l  the other gif ts of God's love by which we are sur-

rounded every  moment . .  What  are some of  the spec i f ic  g i f ts  named in

the s tanzzrs  o f  Mr .  P ierpo in t 's  hvmn:

Could you make up a s tanza of .  your  own to  thank God for  some of  H is  g i f ts  to  your  l i fe?

Mr.  P ierpo in t ,  though a teacher  o f  the "c lass ics"

every  day words for  the tex t  o f  "For  the Beauty  o f

-  ( the f inest  l i te ra ture

the Ear th""  What  k ind

o f  a l l  t ime )  - ,  chose  s imp le ,

of words are used in your

favor i te  B ib le  verses and in  the s tor ies  to ld  by Jesus?

Do you th ink that  God wants  us to  use ar t i f ic ia l ,  e laborate  ways of  speak ing and dress ing and l iv ing?

Conrad Kocher ,  the composer

four  par t  s ing ing.  Look at  the

o f  t he  t une ,  f ounded  a

T U N E  I N D E X  o f  y o u r

schoo l  o f  mus i c

hymna l  t o  see  i f

in  Stut tgar t ,  Germany,  and popular ized

there are o ther  words set  to  th is

tune:
See i f  you are a  c lever  enough "Tune Detect ive"  to  d iscover  where the tune name "Dix"  comes f rom:

We d iv ided our  cho i r  in to  l ight ,  medium,  and dark  speak ing vo ices and rec i ted the hymn words as a

Chora l  Reading,  wi th  a l l  o f  us  jo in ing on the re f ra in .  
' Ihen,  

remember ing Mr.  Kocher 's  in terest  in  four

par t  s ing ing,  we sang through Soprano,  A l to ,  Tenor  and Bass,  not ic ing espec ia l ly  how pret ty  the th i rds
sound together .  We a lso not iced how of ten the par ts  moved in  OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS!

Each t ime I  par take of  communion f rom now on,  I ' l l  not  on ly  th ink  o f  my grat i tude for  Chr is t  but  o f  my

thankfu lness for  a l l  the g i f ts  o f  beauty ,  o f  t ime,  and of  love wi th  which God f i l l s  each day!
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